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The End, and thanks be to God!
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Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.

8. Great and most high God, you alone possess immortality and dwell in 
unapproachable light. You made all creation with wisdom, dividing light 
from darkness, establishing the sun to rule the day and the moon and stars 
to rule the night. You have allowed us sinners to approach your presence 
with thanksgiving in this present hour and to offer you evening praise. 
O loving Lord, make our prayer ascend to you like incense and accept it 
as a sweet fragrance. Grant that we may spend the present evening and 
the coming night in peace; clothe us with the armor of light; deliver us 
from the fears of the night and from everything that lurks about in dark-
ness. Grant that the sleep you have given us to refresh our fatigue may be 
free from all illusions of the devil. Yes, O Master of All, Giver of good 
things, let us feel contrition as we lie on our beds remembering your name 
throughout the night. Enlightened by meditation on your commands, 
may we rise with gladdened soul to give glory to your goodness, offering 
prayers and supplications to your compassion for our sins and those of 
all your people. Visit us with mercy through the intercession of the holy 
Theotokos.

For you are a good and loving God, and we give glory to you, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.
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the holy Theotokos and of all the saints, give us a share and an inheritance 
with those who fear you in truth and who keep your commandments.

For to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is due all glory, honor, and wor-
ship, now and ever and forever. Amen.

5. Blessed are you, Lord God almighty. You know the human mind, you 
know our needs long before we ask or recognize them. Therefore, O lov-
ing King, good in every way, allow us in your great mercy to call upon 
your holy name with a clear conscience, and lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from the evil one, and in your providence, arrange every-
thing for our good.

For to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is due all glory, honor and wor-
ship, now and ever and forever. Amen.

6. Lord, O Lord, you hold all things in your spotless hand; you are long-
suffering toward all of us, and you repent over our evil deeds. Remember 
your mercy and your compassion. Visit us in your goodness and for the 
rest of this day enable us to flee from the many wiles of the evil one, and 
keep our life secure by the grace of your all-holy Spirit.

Through the mercy and the loving-kindness of your only-begotten Son 
with whom you are blessed, together with your all-holy, good, and life-
creating Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

7. Great and wonderful God, you govern all things with indescribable 
goodness and rich providence. You have granted us the good things of this 
earth, and through the good things already bestowed on us, have given us 
a pledge of the promised kingdom. You have kept us away from every evil 
during the part of this day which has passed, even until the present mo-
ment; now allow us to complete the rest of the day without blame in the 
presence of your holy glory singing hymns to you, O God, who alone are 
good and love us all.

For you are our God, and we give glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy 
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PRAYERS  OF  LIGHT

1. Lord, compassionate and merciful, long-suffering and rich in mercy, 
give ear to my prayer and attend to the sound of my plea. Show us a sign 
of your favor; guide us in your way so that we may walk in your truth. 
Gladden our hearts that we may fear your holy name, for you are great and 
do marvelous deeds. You alone are God, and among the gods there is none 
like you, O Lord.  Powerful in mercy and gracious in strength, you help, 
comfort, and save all those who hope in your holy name.

For to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is due all glory, honor, and wor-
ship, now and ever and forever. Amen.

2. Lord, do not rebuke us in your anger, nor punish us in your wrath. Deal 
with us according to your kindness, O Physician and Healer of our souls. 
Guide us to the harbor of your will; enlighten the eyes of our minds that 
we may know your truth. Grant that we may spend what remains of this 
day and the rest of our life peacefully and sinlessly through the interces-
sion of the holy Theotokos and of all the saints.

For yours is the might; and yours are the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

3. Lord our God, remember us your sinful and useless servants as we call 
upon your holy and sublime name, and do not put us to shame for hoping 
in your mercy. Grant us instead, O Lord, all our petitions which lead to 
salvation, and make us worthy to love and to fear you with all our hearts 
and to do your will in everything.

For you are a good and loving God, and we give glory to you, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

4. You are praised by the holy powers with hymns that are never silent 
and in doxologies that never cease.  Fill our mouth with your praise that 
we may ascribe majesty to your holy name. Through the intercession of 
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Appendix:

The Prayers of Light
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The two forms of Vespers most frequently served in the Byzantine churches 
are Great Vespers and Daily Vespers.  The order of Great Vespers has been 
previously published by the Metropolitan Cantor Institute; with the publica-
tion of this volume, the order of Daily Vespers (outside the seasons of the 
Triodion and Pentecostarion) with music is available to the priests, deacons, 
monastics, and faithful of the Byzantine Catholic Church.

This book is intended for use from Sunday evening through Friday eve-
nings when the rank of the feast is UNDER that of “Polyeleos Saint.”  (To 
determine the ranking of the saint’s day, consult the Calendar in the new 
Liturgikon or the Metropolitan Typikon.) 
 
Daily Vespers differs in three ways from Great Vespers:

•Certain texts are always chanted, rather than sung. Those would be:
 Psalm 103;
 Hymn of Glorification (“Make us worthy..”);
 The Prayer of the Holy Prophet Simeon;

•There is no Entrance at the Hymn of the Evening; and

•The Litany of Fervent Supplication is taken, NOT after the Prokeimenon 
but at the end of the service, and its first two petitions (those responded to 
with a single “Lord, have mercy”) are omitted.

There are two sets of hymnody contained in this book.  The first set is that of 
the weekday propers of the Octoechos—the stichera for the “Lamp-lighting 
Psalms” and for the Apostichera, arranged according to the eight tones.  The 
melodies (samohlasen, poboben, and bolhar) are provided for each text.  The 
second set is that of the “commons”— i.e., those texts, for classifications of 
saints [apostle, prophet, martyr, priest-martyr, etc.] provided as a back-up 
for parishes not possessing a twelve-month Menaion of the “proper” texts 
for saints’ days.  

Foreword
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Concerning the Singing of the Stichera in Daily Vespers

From Sunday evening through Thursday evening, the proper order of 
stichera at the Lamp-lighting Psalms is as follows:

•Three stichera from the Octoechos in the tone of the week;
•Three stichera for the saint of the day, either from the Menaion
or from the Common texts provided in this book
•Theotokion or Stavro-theotokion from either the Octoechos or the 
Menaion

On Friday evening, the proper order of stichera at the Lamp-lighting Psalms 
is as follows:

•Three stichera from the saint of the day, either from the Menaion or from 
the Common texts provided in this book; 
•Three stichera from the Octoechos in the tone of the week;
•Dogmatikon from the Octoechos in the tone of the week.

(3)  In the case of a “Saint with Six Stichera” or a “Saint with Great 
Doxology,”  the stichera from the Octoechos are omitted.

(4) In this book, the Apostichera are from the Octoechos in the tone of the 
week.

The Troparia are as follows:

•Troparion of the Saint, either from the Monthly Menaion (MCI) or from 
the commons of the “Divine Liturgies of our holy Fathers John Chrysostom 
and Basil the Great”
•Theotokion from the tone of the Troparion, from the day of the week;
on Friday evening only, the Festal Theotokion in the tone which matches
the Troparion (these are found in the Order of Saturday Vespers).
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Theotokia - Tone 8

viii

The ordinary of daily Vespers is the translation of the Inter-Eparchial 
Liturgical Commission of the Byzantine Catholic Church sui juris of 
Pittsburgh, U.S.A. as are the texts of the Martyrika and the Nekrosima 
of the services on Wednesdays and Fridays.  The other hymn texts are 
taken from the Basilian “Order of Vespers” and modified as necessary for 
uniformity with the official texts.  The music follows the patterns established 
by the Inter-Eparchial Music Commission in “The Divine Liturgies of Our 
Holy Fathers John Chrysostom and Basil the Great,” but was done by the 
Metropolitan Cantor Institute of the Archepharchy of Pittsburgh.

This work was completed for the beginning of the third session of the 
Diaconate Program held at the Byzantine Catholic Seminary, June 18-30, 
2007.

May God be glorified in all things!
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Theotokia - Tone 8
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Theotokia - Tone 8
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Theotokia - Tone 7



337

Theotokia - Tone 7
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Theotokia - Tone 7
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Theotokia - Tone 6
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Theotokia - Tone 6
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Theotokia - Tone 6
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Theotokia - Tone 5
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Theotokia - Tone 5
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Theotokia - Tone 5
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Theotokia - Tone 4
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Theotokia - Tone 4
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Theotokia - Tone 4
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Theotokia - Tone 3
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Theotokia - Tone 3
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Theotokia - Tone 3
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Theotokia - Tone 2
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Theotokia - Tone 2
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Theotokia - Tone 2
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Dismissal for Sunday 
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
through the protection of the honorable and heavenly angelic powers;
through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;
of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Dismissal for Monday
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
and of the honorable and glorious prophet, forerunner, and Baptist John;
through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;
of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Dismissal for Tuesday
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
by the power of the precious and life-creating cross;
through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;

Priest:
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Theotokia - Tone 1
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of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Dismissal for Wednesday
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
and of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;
of our holy father Nicholas the Wonder-worker, archbishop of Myra;
of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Dismissal for Thursday
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
by the power of the precious and life-creating cross;
through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;
of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Dismissal for Friday
May Christ our true God have mercy on us and save us
through the prayers of his most pure Mother;
through the protection of the honorable and heavenly angelic powers;
through the prayers of the honorable and glorious prophet, forerunner, and 
baptist John;
through the prayers of the holy, glorious, and illustrious apostles;
of our holy father Nicholas the Wonder-worker, archbishop of Myra;
of the holy, glorious, and victorious martyrs;
of our venerable and God-bearing fathers;
of the holy and just ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna;
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of the holy (Name/s), the patron [patroness] of this church;
of the holy  (Names/s of the saint/s whose day it is);
and through the prayers of all the saints;
for Christ is God and loves us all.

Response:
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Dismissal Theotokia
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Unmercenary Healers
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Unmercenary Healers
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Blessed is Christ our God, the One-Who-Is, always, now and ever and 
forever.

Priest:

Response:

The following is sung four times:
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King of heaven, support our civil authorities, confirm the faith, calm the 
nations,  give peace to the world and safeguard this city (or  this holy 
monastery), grant those who have gone before us a dwelling place among 
the righteous, accept us in repentance and have mercy, for you are good and 
love us all.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spïrit, 
 now and ever and forever. Amen.

More honorable than the Cherubim, 
 and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim,
who, a virgin, gave birth to God the Word, 
 you, truly the Theotokos, we magnify. 

In the name of the Lord, 
 Father, give the blessing.

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, 
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us.

Priest:

Response:

Priest:

Response:

314
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Confessor
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Lord and Master of my life,  
spare me from the spirit of indifference, despair, 
lust for power, and idle chatter.  (Prostration)
 Instead, bestow on me, your servant, 
 the spirit of integrity, humility, 
 patience, and love.  (Prostration)
Yes, O Lord and King, 
let me see my own sins 
and not judge my brothers and sisters; 
for you are blessed forever and ever.  Amen.  (Prostration)

Then, with a simple bow, the following is repeated four times:
O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
O God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me.
O Lord, forgive me, for I have sinned without number. 

Once more, the Prayer of St. Ephrem is recited, without the usual prostrations.
One prostration is made at the conclusion of the prayer. 

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, 
  have mercy on us. (3 times, each with a prostration)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
 now and ever and forever.  Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us;
Lord, cleanse us of our sins;
Master, forgive our transgressions, 
 Holy One, come to us and heal our infirmities for your name’s sake.

All:

Prayer of St. Ephrem
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
  now and ever and forever.  Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever.

Priest:

Response:

sung twice

Dismissals for the day of the week are found on pages 21 and 22
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Confessor
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“O Lord, I have cried” 
in the Eight Tones
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Venerable Women
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Venerable Women
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Venerable Women
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Venerable Woman

34



35306

Venerable Woman
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Venerable Woman
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Octoechos
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Venerable Woman-Martyr
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Venerable Woman-Martyr
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Tone 1 - Sunday
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Tone 1 - Sunday
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Venerable Woman-Martyr
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Women-Martyrs
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Tone 1 - Sunday
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Tone 1 - Sunday
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Women-Martyrs



299

Women-Martyrs
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Tone 1 - Monday
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Tone 1 - Monday
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Woman-Martyr
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Woman-Martyr
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Tone 1 - Monday
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Tone 1 - Monday

296

Woman-Martyr
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Venerable Martyrs
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Tone 1 - Monday
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Tone 1 - Tuesday
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Venerable Martyrs
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Venerable Martyrs

48

Tone 1 - Tuesday
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Tone 1 - Tuesday
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Venerable Martyr
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Venerable Martyr
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Tone 1 - Tuesday
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Tone 1 - Wednesday
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Priest-Martyrs
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Priest-Martyrs
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Tone 1 - Wednesday
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Tone 1 - Wednesday
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Priest-Martyrs
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Priest-Martyr
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Tone 1 - Wednesday



55

Tone 1 - Wednesday - Thursday
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Priest-Martyr
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Priest-Martyr
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Tone 1 - Thursday
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Tone 1 - Thursday
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Martyrs
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Tone 1 - Thursday
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Tone 1 - Thursday - Friday
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Martyrs
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Martyr
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Tone 1 - Friday
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Tone 1 - Friday
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Martyr

62

Tone 1 - Friday
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Tone 1 - Friday
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Venerables
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Venerables
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Tone 1 - Friday
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Tone 2 - Sunday
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Venerable
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Tone 2 - Sunday
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Tone 2 - Sunday
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Venerable
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Venerable
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Tone 2 - Sunday
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Tone 2 - Sunday - Monday
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Hierarchs
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Tone 2 - Monday
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Tone 2 - Monday
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Hierarchs
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Hierarch
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Tone 2 - Monday
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Tone 2 - Monday - Tuesday
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Hierarch
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Tone 2 - Tuesday
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Tone 2 - Tuesday
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Hierarch
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Apostles
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Tone 2 - Tuesday
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Tone 2 - Tuesday
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Apostles
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Apostles
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Tone 2 - Wednesday
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Tone 2 - Wednesday
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Apostle
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Apostle
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Tone 2 - Wednesday
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Tone 2 - Wednesday
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Apostle
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Prophets
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Tone 2 - Wednesday
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Tone 2 - Thursday
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Prophets
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Tone 2 - Thursday
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Tone 2 - Thursday

256

Prophets
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Commons For Classes of Saints
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Tone 2 - Thursday
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Tone 8 - Friday
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Tone 2 - Friday
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Tone 8 - Friday
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Tone 2 - Friday
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Tone 2 - Friday
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Tone 8 - Friday
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Tone 8 - Friday
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Tone 3 - Sunday
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Tone 8 - Thursday
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Tone 8 - Thursday
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Tone 3 - Sunday
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Tone 3 - Sunday
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Tone 8 - Thursday
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Tone 8 - Thursday
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Tone 3 - Sunday
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Tone 3 - Monday
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Tone 8 - Wednesday
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Tone 8 - Wednesday
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Tone 3 - Monday
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Tone 8 - Wednesday
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Tone 8 - Wednesday

100
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Tone 3 - Monday - Tuesday
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Tone 8 - Tuesday - Wednesday
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Tone 3 - Tuesday
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Tone 8 - Tuesday
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Tone 3 - Wednesday
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Tone 8 - Monday
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Tone 3 - Wednesday
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Tone 3 - Thursday
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Tone 3 - Thursday
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Tone 8 - Sunday
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Tone 3 - Thursday
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Tone 3 - Friday
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Tone 8 - Sunday
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Tone 7 - Friday

114

Tone 3 - Friday



115

Tone 3 - Friday
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Tone 7 - Friday
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Tone 7 - Friday
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Tone 7 - Thursday - Friday
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Tone 7 - Thursday
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Tone 4 - Monday - Tuesday
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