Vesper Propers, March 9, 2025
First Sunday of the Great Fast: Sunday of Orthodoxy
Memory of the Holy Prophets

The forty holy martyrs of Sebaste in Armenia. They were comrades, not in blood, but in faith
and obedience to the will of their heavenly Father. At the time of the emperor Licinius, after
binding and savage tortures, they were ordered to pass the night naked at the coldest time of
winter in a swamp in the open air. They consummated their martyrdom by the breaking of their
legs at crucifixion. (320)

Supplement for The Order of Vespers for Sundays after Pentecost, 2006
Lamplighting Psalms in the Tone of the Week (Tone 1, page 24), stichera 10-8.

Cantor: (Tone 6) Let your ears be attentive
(on7) to the voice of my pleading.

Stichera of the Sunday of Orthodoxy - Tone 6 samohlasen
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O Lord, whom the universe can - not con - tain, be-fore the dawn of time
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you were born of the immaterial and incor-po - re - al Fa -  ther
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mor-tals and be seen by them. Count us wor-thy of your light, O com-pas-sion-ate
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Lord most mer - ci - ful

Cantor: My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his word.

(on 5) My soul is longing for the Lord, more than watchman for daybreak.
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(on 4) and Israel on the Lord.
Cantor: (Tone 2) Now and ever... @
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our of-fens-es, O Christ our God; for you, of your own good will, ascended
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and all the saints. Rais-ing them on high, she shines with splen-dor and bright - ness
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Cantor: (Tone 2) Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption,
(on 3) Israel indeed he will redeem from all its iniquity.

Stichera of the Forty Maryrs - Tone 2 samohlasen

Brave-ly en-dur-ing the pres - ent hap -pen-ings and re - joic - ing in things

hoped  for, the ho -ly mar-tyrs said to each oth-er: We have not stripped
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re - ject the godlessness of those who do not fol - low the true faith.  For
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Saint Ba-sil has said: The ve-ne-ra-tion of the icon passes over to the one who
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is re-pre-sent-ed. Through the prayers of your most pure Moth-er and  all the saints,

we im-plore you, O Christ, to grant us your great mer - cy.
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Aposticha in the Tone of the Week (Tone 1, p. 31), concluding with: vic - t'ry from  Christ, since he is God and the Sav -ior of our souls.
Cantor: Praise the Lord, all you nations, Psalm 116
Cantor: (Tone 6) Glory... (on2) acclaim him all you peoples!
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We who have turned away from the dark-ness of dis-be-lief and have been en-light-ened that we may re-ceive the crowns of vic-try from Christ for he is God and the

8 Sav - ior of our souls. 5



Cantor: Strong is the love of the Lord for us;
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. rev'-rence  and sing: Save your peo-ple, O God, and bless your in-he - ri-tance.
Doxastikon of the Sunday of Orthodoxy - Tone 2 samohlasen
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The grace of truth has shown  forth; that which was for - mer-ly pre - fig-ured Dogmatikon in the Tone of the Week (Tone 1, page 30).



